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PRESIDENT'S COMMUNICATIONS POLICY BOARD

. By virtue of the authority vested in me as President of the United
States, it is hereby ordered as follows:

1. There is hereby created a board to be known as the President's
Comnunications Policy Beard which shall be composed of a chairman and four
othor nembers to be designated by the President, '

2. It shall be the function of the Board to study the present and
potential use of radio and wire communications facilities by governmental and
non-governnental agencies and to make and present to the President evaluations
and recommendations in the national interest concerning (a) policies for the
nost effective use of radio frequencies by governmental and non-governmental
users and alternative administrative arrangements in the Federal Government
for the sound effectuation of such policies, (b) policies with respect to in-
ternational radio and wire communications, {c) the relationship of Government
communications to non-government communications, and (@) such related policy
matters as the Board may determnine.

3, The Board is authorized to hear and consult with representatives
of industry and the Federal Govcrnment concerned with the subjects under study
by the Board. ‘All executive departnents and agencies of the Federal Governnent
are authorized and directed to cooperate with the Board in its werk and to
furnish the Board such information as it nay require in the performance of its
duties. The Board shall-protect the security of any classified information
subnmitted to it,

L. Bach nember of the Board shall, while away fronm his home or regu-
lar place cf business and engaged in the official business of the Board, re-
ceive actual traveling expenses and per diem allowances in lieu of subsist-
ence in accordance with rates established by the Standardized Government
Travel Regulations, as amended.

5, During the fiscal.year 1950 the expenditures of the Board and the
traveling expenses and per diem allowances of the members thercof shall be
paid out of an allotment made by the President fron the appropriation appear-
ing under the heading "Emergency Fund for the President" in the Independent
Offices Appropriation Act, 1950 (Public Law 266, approved August 24, 1949) ;
and during the fiscal year 1951 the same shall be similarly paid from any cor-
responding or like appropriation made available for the fiscal year 1951, Such
payments shall be made without regard to the provisions of (a) section 3681 of
the Revised Statutes (31 U.S.C. 672), (b) section 9 of the act of March 4, 1909,
35 Stat. 1027 (31 U.S.C. 673), and {c) such other laws as the President may
hereafter specify.

The Board shall t rminate one wear after the date of this order.

RY S. TRUMAN
THE WHITE HOUSE,

A
February 17, 1950, : /?Ef F (}E)
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The President has named a temporary Communications Policy Board, copsist-
ing of five members, to study and to make recommendations to him on the pollCleS
and practices which should be followed by the Federal Government in this field in
order best to meet the broad requirements: .of the publlc interest Dr.

Irvin Stéwart has been desxgnated Chaxrman of the Board ‘ L

- The full membershlp follows:

Dr. Irvin Stewart, President, West Virginia University,
‘ Morgantown, West . Vlrglnla

Dr. Lee A, DuBrldge, Presxdent Callfornia Instltute of Technology,
Pasadena, Callftrnla '

;er.'David H. O'Brien, Hackettstown;'New Jersey~

Lo Dean Willian L. Everltt College of Englneering,
University of Illinois, Urbana, Illin01s

Dr, James R, Killian, Jr., President,,Massachusetts'Instituté-of o
Technclogy, Canbridge,'Massachusatts

A .copy of the Pre31dent's letter to Dr. Stevart and the Executive Order
establishing the President's Comnunicaticns Policy Board follow:

"My dear Dr. Stewart'

Communications services represent a vital resource in our nodern
socliety. . They make possible the smooth functioning cof our complex eccnomy,
They -can assist in pronoting Iinternational understanding and gocd will;

.they constitute an important requirement for our national security. There
13, accordingly, a major public interest in assurlng the adequacy and effi-
ciency cof these services,

DeveTOpﬂents 'in this field during and since the war have created a
number of problems which require careful consideration at this time, The
extent to which the Government should, 1n tine of peace, continue to op- \
“erate its imunications raci Such problem of current im=
portance. The questicn of merging the overseas operations ol our commerci- ;E;r’
—al communicaticns ccmpanies alsc rcquires cbjective review, The most press~ 35

ing communications problem at this particular time, however, is the scarcily
of radio frequencies in relation to the steadily growing demand. Increasing
~difficalty 1s peing expcrienced in meeting the demand for frequencies do-
mestically, and even greater difficulty is encountered internaticnally in
attenpting to agree upcn the allccation of available frequencies among the
Nations of the world, In the face of this growing shortage, the problen
of assuring an equitable distributicn cf the available supply cf frequen-
cies arong all claimants, beth Governmental and private, is rapidly assum-
ing major proninence,

A
”
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Problems such as these cannot adequately be considered on a piecemeal
basis., They must be viewed as parts of the broader problem of developing
a total national communications policy, designhed to assure the most cffec~
tive utilization of the various forms of communication facilities, and the
full satisfaction cf those needs which are most essential to the broad
public interest. An over-all, objective review of this entirc situation
is urgently needed,

.I am therefore establishing by Executive Order a temporary Communica-
tions Policy Board of 5 members to study and to make rccommendations to me
on the policies and practices which should be followed by the Federal
Government in this field in order best to meet the broad requirements of
this Board. In view of the need for early action in this field, I should
like to receive the Board's final report by no later than October 31, 1950,

The Executive order establishing this Board states that the Board
shall study the present and potential use of radio and wirc communications
facilities by governmental and non-governmental agencics. The Order fur-
ther states that the Board shall make recommendations in the national in-
terest concerning (a) policies for the most effective use of radio frequens
cies by governmentql and non-governnental users and alternative administra-
tive arrangements in the Federzl Government for the sound effectuation of
such pol;c1es, {b) policies with respect to international radio and wire
communications, (c) the relationship of Government communications to non-
government communications, and (&) such related policy matters as the
Board nay determine,

I feel that the problem of radio frequencies will be one of the most
important areas for the Board's investigations., I hope that, as a result
of its studies, the Board will be able to recommend possible means for cor- )(7
serving frequencies, as well as standards for determining the relative pri- (
ority of competing claims for frequencies, and possible administrative ar- l
rangements within the Goverrment for assuring, on a contlnulng basis, a
sound and cquitable allocation of the limited freqguency supply.

I believe that the studies to be undertaken by the Board are of vital
importance to the economy of this Nation, to our international relations,
and to our national security., I am sure that you will receive the full co-
operation and assistance of all parties concerned.

Sincerely yours,

HARRY S. TRUMAN"
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